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International capital presents individuals with a myriad of choices and 

opportunities. As one of Europe’s most respected providers of accountancy, 

taxation and fiduciary services to private clients throughout the UK and beyond, 

Saffery Champness is well-placed to advise on the complexities that cross-border 

transactions and movements can bring. 

Our firm’s history of helping people safeguard, preserve and increase their wealth 

is well established.

This brochure provides a broad outline of the areas in which we are most 

frequently engaged by our International Clients. We hope you find it interesting 

and of practical use, and if you would like to discuss any of the subjects raised 

please contact us by using the information at the end of this booklet.

A World of Challenges
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The UK continues to offer a host of potential 
advantages to those wishing to relocate or base 
their operations here. Chief among these are a 
competitive tax regime, as well as London’s renowned 
and internationally-focussed stock markets and 
cosmopolitan culture. 

These are among the reasons why capital from all over 
the world continues to flow to the UK, often along with 
its owners, their families, businesses and other interests. 

We work with our clients to create integrated solutions 
across all their related financial and business affairs. You 
may have requirements for the services of advisers and 
service providers with additional disciplinary expertise, 
such as property consultants, solicitors, independent 
financial advisers and private bankers.

We have a wide range of contacts in all these areas 
and are able to make introductions to third parties with 
expertise fitting your requirements. 

Property investment is an area in which we possess 
particular expertise. We regularly guide clients on the 
tax aspects of acquiring land and property in the UK. 
Whether these assets are purchased for residential 
reasons or as part of an investment strategy, we are 

able to assist with planning and structuring your 
UK property purchase to maximize the value of 
your investment. We can also advise on the use of 
property-owning funds or other holding vehicles most 
appropriate for your investment objectives, expectations 
and strategies. 
 
We will also work in conjunction with other such 
professionals to ensure that your projects or 
transactions are completed to cost and timetable.

Moving to the UK

Key services: 

• Tax

• Trusts 

• Private Office

• Offshore Office

• Corporate Finance



4

Taxation and Corporate Services

Taxation
Despite recent changes to the legislation, the UK still 
has an advantageous tax regime for the international 
client wishing to relocate to the UK. We are 
experienced in advising clients regarding residence, 
ordinary residence and domicile, and recognise that 
everybody’s circumstances and potential solutions 
require more than a ‘one-size fits all’ approach. 

However, moving to the UK in the most tax-efficient 
manner requires careful planning, and the failure to do 
so may result in exposure to unexpected tax liabilities, 
as well as the loss of potential opportunities. 

Many International Clients wish to acquire property in 
the UK. This may be a family home, a country estate 
or as an investment. Saffery Champness is the pre-
eminent adviser to Landed Estates in the UK. 
 
It is very important for clients to seek professional 
advice at the outset to minimise any tax exposure.

Corporate Services
We also provide a wide range of corporate services for 
companies based both in the UK and offshore. Core 
services here include company audit, accounting and 
the provision of general business advice. We can advise 
on the best corporate structures for any future business 
plans you may have, as well as being able to provide 
you with access to well-qualified and experienced 
offshore directors should you require them.  

Corporate finance is also an area of expertise and we 
often advise clients on their acquisitions, disposals, 
company mergers and other transactions. Finally, 
we are familiar with stock market issues and advise 
companies regarding their potential flotation on the 
London Stock Exchange, Alternative Investment Market 
or other markets. 

International Reach 
Through our membership of Nexia International, we 
have working relationships with associated firms in over 
100 countries and are able to provide comprehensive 
advice on the full spectrum of cross-border tax and 
financial issues which may effect our international 
clients. 
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As well as advising on tax-planning strategies, our 
specialist team is familiar with the surrounding issues 
associated with relocating to the UK. We provide a 
range of services working together with your other 
advisers that can help ensure your relocation to the 
UK – and that of your family – goes as smoothly as 
possible. 
 
Common issues that arise include: 
 
• Ownership of UK property

• Finding suitable schools

• Employing domestic staff and estate workers

• Opening bank accounts

Private Office 
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Offshore Services 

Our Guernsey office is one of the largest independent 
providers of fiduciary services on the Island and is one 
of the largest specialist operators of trust services in 
the Channel Islands. With many years’ experience, our 
Directors possess particular skills in advising wealthy 
individuals and their families on the best means of 
structuring their affairs. We aim to provide practical 
solutions to meet our clients’ requirements for 
confidentially and wealth preservation. 

Our Guernsey practice is regulated by the Guernsey 
Financial Services Commission and is licensed to provide 
trust and company management services. Importantly,  
as a firm of registered fiduciaries, we are not affiliated 
to any bank or investment management company. As 
such, we are free to recommend, seek out and use the 
most suitable service provider for our clients, ranging 
from private banks to investment managers. 

The Island of Guernsey
Guernsey offers the advantages of a low-tax, stable 
and sophisticated financial jurisdiction. Its financial 
infrastructure has been established for decades 
and, with practical systems of administration and 
regulation, it has become a major international finance 
centre. 

Use of trust and company structures 
We are able recommend the use of various 
combinations of financial structures for our clients, in 
response to their circumstances and objectives. While 
the potential complexities of each case are unique, 
considerations may include the following:  

• Tax-saving opportunities that may exist when a client 
lives in a jurisdiction that is outside of their country of 
origin 

• The use of offshore vehicles can negate potential 
forced heirship provisions, which dictate how an 
individual’s estate is allocated on their death

• Estate-planning opportunities may exist for clients 
who wish to provide for succeeding generations, but 
who may have concerns regarding the availability of 
capital to individuals at an early stage in their lives 

• Trusts can provide a flexible and discreet means of 
providing for first or second families following divorce 
or  remarriage

• Clients resident in politically unstable countries will 
often use Guernsey as a safe and secure jurisdiction in 
which to shelter their wealth

• Guernsey trusts and companies are frequently used 
for the purposes of holding specific assets such as 
second homes, yachts, investment portfolios or private 
company shares 

In summary, we have many years of experience in 
managing trust and company structures for a wide 
variety of International clients. These services are also 
available through our Swiss representative office in 

Geneva.
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Contact Details 

If you have any further queries with regard to the issues and services outlined in this document, please contact any 
of the following people: 

London

Clare Cromwell
T: +44 (0)20 7841 4229
E: clare.cromwell@saffery.com 

Nick Gaskell
T: +44 (0)20 7841 4013
E: nick.gaskell@saffery.com 
 
James Sykes
T: +44 (0)20 7841 4035
E: james.sykes@saffery.com 

Peter Horsman
T: +44 (0)20 7841 4044
E: peter.horsman@saffery.com

Edinburgh

Ronnie Ludwig
T: +44 (0)131 221 2776
E: ronnie.ludwig@saffery.com

Guernsey 

Alasdair McLaren
T: +44 (0)1481 721374
E: alasdair.mclaren@saffery.gg 
 
Helen Green
T: +44 (0)1481 721374
E: helen.green@saffery.gg 

Switzerland 

Andrew Cleeton
T: 0041 (0) 22 819 17 31 / 40
E: andrew.cleeton@saffery.ch
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Offices

LION HOUSE  RED LION STREET  LONDON  WC1R 4GB
T 020 7841 4000  F 020 7841 4100
www.saffery.com

PO BOX 141 LA TONNELLE HOUSE  LES BANQUES ST SAMPSON  GUERNSEY  GY1 3HS
T 01481 721374  F 01481 722046
www.saffery.gg

Bournemouth: 
Tel: 01202 294281
1 St Stephens Court 
St Stephens Road Bournemouth
Dorset BH2 6LA

Bristol: 
Tel: 0117 915 1617
Beaufort House 
2 Beaufort Road 
Clifton 
Bristol BS8 2AE

Edinburgh: 
Tel: 0131 221 2777
Edinburgh Quay  
133 Fountainbridge 
Edinburgh EH3 9BA

Guernsey: 
Tel: 01481 721374
PO Box 141 La Tonnelle House 
Les Banques 
St Sampson 
Guernsey GY1 3HS 
Channel Islands
www.saffery.gg

Harrogate: 
Tel: 01423 568012
Sovereign House 
6 Windsor Court 
Clarence Drive 
Harrogate HG1 2PE 

High Wycombe: 
Tel: 01494 464666
Fox House 
26 Temple End 
High Wycombe 
Buckinghamshire HP13 5DR

Inverness: 
Tel: 01463 246300
Kintail House
Beechwood Park 
Inverness IV2 3BW

London: 
Tel: 020 7841 4000
Lion House 
Red Lion Street 
London WC1R 4GB

Manchester:
Tel: 0161 200 8383 
City Tower
Piccadilly Plaza
Manchester M1 4BT

Peterborough: 
Tel: 01733 353300
Stuart House 
City Road 
Peterborough PE1 1QF

Switzerland
Tel: 0041 (0) 22 819 17 31 / 40 
14 Rue du Rhone 
1204 Geneva
Switzerland
www.saffery.ch

info@saffery.com

www.saffery.com

This brochure is also available in other languages. Please contact us for more information.


